Toward a Sustainable Agriculture, Module V, Organic Agriculture


Check it Out Worksheet



Name(s)___________________________
What pesticide products are you checking out?  

1.  product name  _______________________    organic status _______________



ingredient name(s)  _______________________________________________

2.  product name  _______________________    organic status _______________



ingredient name(s)  _______________________________________________

3.  product name  _______________________    organic status _______________



ingredient name(s)  _______________________________________________

The following information sources will help you answer the questions below.

· The pesticide label.  By law, the label must be on the product or firmly attached to it.  You may also be able to find product labels on the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) web site  at http://oaspub.epa.gov/pestlabl/ppls.home or you can search for the label on the web with the product name and the word “label”
· The Resource Guide for Organic Insect and Disease Management on the web at  http://www.nysaes.cornell.edu/pp/resourceguide/ .  This site provides information on organic products, including some that may not require a pesticide label.
· The Environmental Protection Agency’s website on pesticide re-registration status on the web at http://cfpub.epa.gov/oppref/rereg/status.cfm?show=rereg#top .  
· EPA pesticide factsheets at http://www.epa.gov/pesticides/factsheets/ 

What problem(s) might you use these products to address?

What human health hazards do these products present?  What signal words do the labels contain, if any?  Are there special handling requirements and what are they?   How dangerous do you think these products are for people?  Why?
Product 1
Product 2

Product 3

What environmental hazards do these products present?  
Product 1

Product 2

Product 3

What restrictions are there on the use of these products in conventional agriculture?  In organic agriculture?

Product 1

Product 2

Product 3

Do you have any other observations about these products?  

Understanding Signal Words:
The Signal Word is determined by the most severe toxicity category assigned to the five acute toxicity studies (acute oral, acute dermal, acute inhalation, eye irritation, skin irritation) or by the presence of methanol in concentrations of 4% or more.  The Signal Words and associated toxicity categories are as follows: 

Toxicity Category I ......................DANGER, sometimes also POISON – poisonous or corrosive
Toxicity Category II ................... WARNING – moderately hazardous
Toxicity Category III ...................CAUTION – mildly or hazardous or no information on hazard
Toxicity Category IV................... None Required  or CAUTION
For more information see EPA’s “Label Review Manuel, Chapter 7:  Precautionary Statements” http://www.epa.gov/oppfead1/labeling/lrm/chap-07.htm 
